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WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION   

OPENING CAROL SING 

#50 – Once In Royal David's City 

#63 – What Child Is This? 

#68 – Away in a Manger 

INVITATION TO WORSHIP 

M:   For to us a child is born,  
C: To us a son is given,       

M: And the government will be on his shoulders.  
C: And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 

Peace. 

M: A Savior has been born to you. 
C: He is Christ the Lord. 

M: Glory to God in the highest! 
C: And on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests. 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

M: As we approach God in worship we confess our sins: 

C: Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love; according to your great 
compassion blot out my transgressions. Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me from 
my sin.  For I know my transgressions, and my sin is always before me. Against   you, you 
only, have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight, so that you are proved   right when 
you speak and justified when you judge.  Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful from the time 
my mother conceived me.   (Psalm  51:1-5 ) 

M: "God so loved the world that he gave his only-begotten Son that whoever believes in him 
should not perish but have everlasting life." (John 3:16) "In him (God's Son) we have 
redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins." (Ephesians 1:7)   
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HYMN # 63  - “Angels We Have Heard on High” 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

FIRST LESSON: ISAIAH 52:7-10 

"How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of those who bring good news, who proclaim 
peace, who bring good tidings, who proclaim salvation, who say to Zion.  “Your God reigns!” 
Listen!  Your watchmen lift up their voices; together they shout for joy.  When the Lord returns to 
Zion, they will see it with their own eyes.  Burst into songs of joy together, you ruins of Jerusalem, 
for the Lord has comforted his people He has redeemed Jerusalem.  The Lord will lay bare his 
holy arm in the sight of all the nations, and all the ends of the earth will see the salvation of our 
God.”  

HYMN # 57 – “Go Tell It on the Mountain” 

SECOND LESSON: HEBREWS 1:1-9 

In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many times and in various 
ways,  but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all 
things, and through whom he made the universe.  The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the 
exact representation of his being, sustaining all things by his powerful word.  After he had 
provided purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven.  So he 
became as much superior to the angels as the name he has inherited is superior to theirs.  For to 
which of the angels did God ever say, ‘You are my Son:  today I have become your Father?’ Or 
again, ‘I will be his Father, and he will be my Son?’ And again, when God brings his firstborn into 
the world, he says, ‘Let all God’s angels worship him.’  In speaking of the angels he says, ‘He 
makes his angels winds, his servants flames of fire.’   But about the Son he says, ‘Your throne, O 
God, will last for ever and ever, and righteousness will be the scepter of your kingdom  You have 
loved righteousness and hated wickedness; therefore God, your God, has set you above your 
companions by anointing you with the oil of joy. 

HYMN # 34 VV. 1-2 – “Now Sing We Now Rejoice” 
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GOSPEL: JOHN 1:1-14 

 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was 
with God in the beginning. 3 Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made 
that has been made. 4 In him was life, and that life was the light of men. 5 The light shines in the 
darkness, but the darkness has not understood it. 6 There came a man who was sent from God; 
his name was John. 7 He came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him 
all men might believe. 8 He himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light. 9 The 
true light that gives light to every man was coming into the world. 10 He was in the world, and 
though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him. 11 He came to that 
which was his own, but his own did not receive him. 12 Yet to all who received him, to those who 
believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God-- 13 children born not of natural 
descent, nor of human decision or a husband's will, but born of God. 14 The Word became flesh 
and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who 
came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

HYMN............................................................“Where Shepherds Lately Knelt" (CW # 54) 

SERMON: Isaiah 52:7-10 – The Song of the Church 

CONFESSION OF FAITH (SECOND ARTICLE WITH LUTHER’S EXPLANATION) 

C: I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

What does this mean? 

I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, and also 
true man, born of the virgin Mary, is my Lord. 

He has redeemed me, a lost and condemned creature, purchased and won me from 
all sins, from death and from the power of the devil, not with gold or silver, but with 
his holy, precious blood and with his innocent suffering and death. 

All this he did that I should be his own, and live under him in his kingdom, and serve 
him in everlasting righteousness, innocence and blessedness, just as he has risen 
from death and lives and rules eternally. 

This is most certainly true. 

 

 



5 

 

OFFERING 

The members of Cross of Glory are happy to support its ministry with their financial gifts. If you 
are visiting us today, do not feel obligated to give an offering. 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

M: On this holy day, dear Father, we rejoice to hear the good news of great joy that a Savior 
has been born for us. For fulfilling your prophecies and in the fullness of time sending your 
Son to be our Savior, we give you our heartfelt thanks and praise. 

C: Unto us a child is born! Unto us a Son is given! 

M: What a great mystery of our faith this is: that God has become fully human for our 
salvation! Even though he is the all-powerful Lord of all, he is wrapped in strips of cloth and 
lying in a manger. 

C: Help us always believe that this precious child was born as our substitute to be our 
Savior. 

M: In the midst of our joy, we grieve for the many people in our world who do not know that 
Jesus has come to bring them forgiveness and healing. As the shepherds spread abroad the 
good news of the birth of the Savior born for all the world, may we also make use of the 
unique opportunities this holiday presents to tell others of what we have seen and heard 
concerning the child. 

C: Grant that the true peace between God and fallen mankind may comfort all people. 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

Silent prayer. 

M: As the angels sang out their praise, move us also to sing out our praise to you, today and 
every day, as the joy of Christmas remains in our hearts. 

C: Glory to God in the highest! Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER (sung to the tune of “Away in a Manger”) 

Our Father in heaven, all praise to your name! 
Your kingdom among us, your will done the same 
By mortals and angels. Come, Lord, reign alone; 
Oh, hear us and bless us from heaven’s high throne. 

The bread that we yearn for provide us each day; 
As we forgive others, our sins take away; 
In times of temptation, to lead us be near; 
From evil deliver your children most dear. 

For yours is the kingdom; o’er all things you reign. 
And yours is the power; all things you maintain. 
To you be the glory, resounding again 
From all of creation, forever! Amen. 

BLESSING 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with 
gladness. 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 

C: Amen. 

CLOSING HYMN # 62 –Joy to the World 

Merry 

Christmas! 
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